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Mr Chairman, 

Your Excellency, DSG/EAC, Ms Jessica Irio; 

Hon Flavia Kagere. Former Minister of State for Environment; 

Hon Members of Parliament; 

The Executive Director of CUTS International, Mr Rashid Kaukab; 

Your Excellency, Amb. Irumba; 

Distinguished Participants; 

 

It is an honour for me, and it is with great pleasure that I am given this opportunity to say a 

few words to close this Regional Annual Meeting (RAM) of the PACT-EAC2. We have been 

here two days, having had deliberations addressing issues with a view to promote 

agriculture, climate and trade linkages in the East African Community States, phase 2 – 

(PACT-EAC2).  

Wide ranging topics have been covered in the two days meeting, and with very critical 

analysis. I must, at this juncture, commend the participants for their effective and 

constructive contributions to the discussions. This made the two days stay here quite lively 

rather than tedious. 

We shall remind ourselves of some of the salient areas of concern. Prominent amongst them 

is the need for agro-industrialization or processing. The two words have been used 

interchangeably though they do not mean exactly the same. We have seen, in general, that 

agro-industrialization in the EAC region is at the very low level. There are policies in place, 

but there are still challenges that require to be tackled. For example, the policies need 

harmonization to make them implementable. 

Climate has become a big factor to reckon with. Climate change has had great impact on not 

only the quantity but also the quality of agricultural production. Concern for climate change 

can be epitomized by the recent Paris Agreement (COP-21). To mitigate the vagaries of the 

climate change, concrete measures were spelt out in the Paris Agreement signed in 

Washington DC early this year. 

Accordingly, new demands faced by stakeholders and key players. There is a call for some 

innovations to enable adaptation to the new situations. We have to undertake some research 

geared towards coming up with new techniques or approaches. We need to develop and 

apply appropriate technology, which is very vital here. For example, can we say that the 

GMO crop production the alternative here? 



We are in full realization that trade is one of our ultimate objectives in all these endeavours, 

more so to play a role in the multilateral trading system (MTS). Our Geneva-based 

negotiators have informed us of the onerous task before them. They have impressed upon 

us how they are doing their best to negotiate and obtain the best terms possible for the East 

African people. As LDC members, they have striven to secure special preferences in favour 

of the EAC countries; like in the cases of Services waiver, and supply constraints; TRIPS, 

Rules of Origin, TRIMS, and Export Competition in relation to cotton. All these have been 

made possible through effective communications, backed with correct facts and data, and 

meaningful interface with their Capitals. Full understanding and clear focus, and awareness 

amongst the stakeholders and members of the private sector back home are of essence in 

this undertaking. A meeting like this one usually helps to bridge the gaps between the 

negotiators and the stakeholders. 

Fellow distinguished participants, we who have been here the last two days must become 

the ears and subsequently the voices of those who have not been able to come. Please, let 

us take the message and disseminate it out there. 

I think this is the all-purpose of CUTS International carrying on with this project, and holding 

a meeting such as this. Practically not all people could be invited here. So, be the apostles 

out there, and you will have done great service to your constituencies. 

I thank CUTS International and the co-host SEATINI for giving the privilege of attending this 

meeting. 

With this few words, and notwithstanding administrative announcements, I declare the RAM 

PACT-EAC2 closed. I wish all of you safe journeys back to your respective countries. 

Thank you, Mr Chairman.     


